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Conformably  to  the  principles  contained  in  the  above  report; 
an  offer  was  made  by  the  Board  to  the  Kentucky  Bible  Society  of 
a  set  of  the  octavo  in  connexion  with  one  of  the  duodecimo  stereo¬ 
type  plates  of  the  Bible.  The  Managers  of  that  Institution  have 
expressed  their  entire  approbation  and  acquiescence  in  tbe  condi- 
tions  stipulated,  and  their  grateful  acceptance  of  the  grant. 

While  using  their  endeavors  “  that  the  word  of  the  Lord  may 
have  free  course  and  be  glorified”  throughout  the  United  States, 
and  especially  in  those  parts  where  there  is  an  incredibly  swarm¬ 
ing  population,  the  Board  have  not  been  Unmindful  of  their  breth¬ 
ren  of  the  woods.  The  condition  of  these  natives,  divided  from 
us  by  their  language,  their  manners,  their  ignorance,  their  degra¬ 
dation — by  every  thing  which  distinguishes  savage  from  civilized 
man — too  often  by  the  fraud  and  other  injuries  of  profligate  whites, 
addresses  to  us  a  mute  but  piercing  expostulation  for  that  help, 
which  they  can  obtain  only  in  very  small  portions  from  any  other 
quarter. 

What  their  aggregate  numbers  are,  it  is  impossible  to  calculate 
with  precision,  but  small  as  their  population  is,  in  proportion  to  the 
territory  over  w’hich  they  are  spread,  yet  surely  it  is  not  beneath 
the  notice  of  Bible-philanthropy  ;  nor,  should  they  escape  the  ex¬ 
termination  which  threatens  them,  will  they  fail  to  make,  by  their 
conversion  and  increase,*  a  large  accession  to  the  Redeemer’s  glo¬ 
ry,  when  he  shall  appear  “  having  on  his  head  many  crowns.” 

The  Managers  have  taken  up  this  matter  with  a  view  to  ascer¬ 
tain  what  is  practicable  in  Itself,  and  can  be  accomplished  by  tbt 
Society. 

Vwo  modes  present  the  only  alternative ;  either  to  teach  them 
English,  as  the  medium  of  their  access  to  the  Bible,  or  to  trans¬ 
late  it  for  their  use  into  the  vernacular  tongue.  The  former  has 
its  advantages.  It  would  put  into  their  hands  the  same  translation 
from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other  ;  and  that  derived  im¬ 
mediately  from  the  originals,  instead  of  being  translated  from  a  trans¬ 
lation,  as  must  in  a  considerable  degree  be  the  case  if  the  Bible  be 


•  It  is  satifsfactorily  proved,  that  w  here  the  Gospel  has  been  introduced 
among  the  Indians,  accompanied,  as  it  regularly  is,  w  ith  improven)ent  in  civ¬ 
ilization,  the  population  iucreases ;  while  that  of  the  heathen  Uibe#  dimin.- 
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rendered  into  Indian.  It  would  tend  to  break  down  the  great  barrier 
to  friendly  intercourse  between  them  and  the  whites  of  a  better  dis> 
position  than  they  arc  accustomed  to  see.  It  would  facilitate  the  in¬ 
troduction  of  useful  arts,  and  the  exchange  of  their  roving  for  a  set¬ 
tled  life.  Having  moreover  no  letters,  it  is  nut  easy  to  embody 
their  speech  in  sounds  of  the  English  alphabet,  and  no  successful 
attempt  has  yet  been  made  to  simplify  their  language,  when  writ, 
ten,  by  the  invention  of  original  characters. 

But  these  advantages  are  counterbalanced.  In  common  with 
all  other  nations,  the  Indians  are  strongly  attached  to  theh*  mother 
tongue.  They  will  not  submit  to  the  pain  of  learning  another, 
without  such  a  tbirst  for  knowledge  as  no  savages  possess.  You 
must  either  convince  them  of  its  necessity  by  instructing  them  in 
the  things  of  God  through  an  interpreter,  or  their  children  must 
acquire  it  imperceptibly  from  their  familiarity  with  the  white  set¬ 
tlements  around  them.  Experience  shows  the  first  to  be  an  Her¬ 
culean  task ;  and  the  question  w^ill  always  recur,  why  the  worship 
of  God  is  not  cis  acceptable  in  Indian  as  in  English  9  The  second 
cannot  take  place  but  upon  a  small  scale  ;  it  is  a  very  slow  process ; ' 
the  Indian  strength  is  weakened  with  its  acceleration  ;  the  young 
people  are  in  danger  of  learning  vice  as  fast  as  they  learn  English ; 
the  tribe  is  ruined  when  it  is  able  to  understand  you  ;  and  your 
end  is  defeated.  Besides,  as  the  propagation  of  our  language  must 
keep  pace  with  the  extension  of  our  frontier,  we  shall  not  readily 
gain  admittance  far  beyond  the  line  of  the  worst  examples  that 
can  be  set  before  them  ;  and  it  w’ill  prove,  not  an  encouragement, 
but  a  hindrance  to  their  embracing  Christianity.  Their  repug¬ 
nance  also  to  the  whites,  which,  in  this  situation,  must  every  day 
grow  more  inveterate  from  feeling  themselves  continually  pushed 
off  their  grounds,  will  keep  alive  their  prejudices,  will  kindle  their 
resentments,  and  render  them  not  very  friendly  to  the  white  man^s 
talk.  Indians  speaking  to  their  brother  Indians  “  in  the  tongue 
wherein  every  one  was  born,  the  wonderful  works  of  God,”  bid 
fair  to  carry  the  Gospel  from  the  Mississippi  to  the  Pacific,  and 
from  Canada  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico ;  while  the  English  preacher 
is  wasting  his  life  in  penetrating  a  few  miles  into  their  own  coun¬ 
try.  And  why  should  we  imagine  that  God,  with  whom  “  there 
is  neither  Jew  nor  Greek,  Barbarian,  Scythian,  bond  nor  free,” 
may. not  in  his  mercy  “  open  the  hearts”  of  the  red  men  of  the 
woods,  as  well  as  of  a  “  seller  of  purple,”  to  receive  the  things  of 
bis  word,  and  purify  their  lips  to  proclaim  among  their  fellow's,  “  the 
unsearchable  riches  of  Christ  .5” 

The.  principal  difficulty  in  the  way  of  the  Indian  translations  of 
the  Scriptures,  arises  from  the  multiplicity  of  the  Indian  dialects. 
It  is  long  since  the  researches  of  philologists  have  explored  the 
greater  part  of  what  were  supposed  to  be  radically  distinct  lan¬ 
guages.  Those  of  the  Indians  are  ascertained,  in  many  instances, 
to  be  dialects  so  near  akin,  that  unlettered  as  he  is,  a  young  In¬ 
dian  can  make  himself  master  of  several. 
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^  The  branches  to  which  the  Managers  w'ould  more  immediately 
bend  their. altenlion,  are  the  Mohawk  and  the  Delaware.  The  for¬ 
mer  would  serve  fur  the  Five  JVaiionSf  the  Tuscaroras,  and  the 
JVyandois  or  Hurons.  The  latter,  or  Delaware^  is  of  higher  im- 
j  portance,  as  it  has  extended  itself  further  than  that  of  any  North¬ 
ern  tribe.  It  can  convey  the  Scriptures  to  many  kindred  tribes, 
that  are  strewed  along  the  frontier  of  the  United  States,  from  Can- 
I  ada  to  Georgia.  These  are  the  the  Shawanese^\X\e  Kick^ 

apooSi  the  Kaskaskias^  the  Twightwee,  or  Miamis^  and  the  Chippe^ 
was^  Hurons  or  ^^Igonqums.  This  last  is  said  to  be  the  most  nu- 
%  inerous  tribe  on  the  northern  borders  of  the  United  States. 

Among  the  Delawares,  the  United  Brethren  have  a  mission  al- 
[|  ready.  The  congregation  amounts  to  about  five  hundred.  They 
,irc  taught  to  read  in  their  own  language  ;  they  cultivate  the  soil ; 
begin  to  practise  some  of  the  mechanic  arts  ;  and  are  increasing 
I  both  by  natural  population  and  by  accessions  from  the  neighbor- 
^  ing  tribes. 

!  In  their  efforts  to  bring  in  these  outcasts,  who  are  indeed  afar  off, 
the  Managers  must  submit  to  their  circumstances,  and  take  such 
*  parts  of  the  Bible  as  from  time  to  time  they  can  procure  to  bfe 
translated.  A  'beginning  has  been  made.  The  Rev.  Christian 
Frederick -Dencke,  one  of  the  Missionaries  of  the  United  Breth¬ 
ren  to  the  Delawares,  stationed  at  New  Fairfield  in  Upper  Canada, 
has  completed,  and  forwarded  to  this  Board,  a  translation  of  the 
Epistles  of  John  ;  and  has  also  finished  a  translation  of  John^s  Gos¬ 
pel,  and  commenced  that  of  Matthew  ;  •  both  which  will  probably 
be  received  in  the  course  of  the  year.  ' 

The  first,  by  request  of  the  Managers,  has  undergone  a  revision 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mortimer,  of  the  United  Brethren  in  this  city,  and 
by  him  pronounced  to  be  correct. 

In  consequence  of  this  acquisition,  the  Board,  on  the  £d  of  A- 
pril  last,  ordered  an  edition  of  one  thousand  copies,  w  ith  the  Eng¬ 
lish  on  one  page,  and  the  Indian  on  the  other.  Of  these,  three 
hundred  are  to  be  sent  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dencke  at  New  Fairfield, 
and  one  hundred  to  Mr.  Leuchenback,  missionary  in  the’  State  of 
Ohio,  to  be  by  them  distributed  among  the  aborigines.  The  resi¬ 
due  is  lodged  in  the  Society’s  depository,  to  be  transmitted,  as  op¬ 
portunity  offers,  to  missionaries  in  other  quarters,  except  so  many 
as  may  be  requisite  to  send  to  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Soci¬ 
ety,  and  the  National  Bible  Societies  on  the  continent  of  Europe. 

The  Board  has  also  voted  a  donation  of  one  hundred  dollars  to 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Dencke,  to  encourage  him  in  (he  prosecution  of  his 
work. 

With  regard  to  the  language,  the  Managers  find  that 

the  Gospel  of  Mark  has  been  translated  by  the  celebrated  Indian 
chief,  BrQndt ;  and  the  Gospel  of  John  by  Captain  JK'orion,  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Upper  Canada.  Should  further  assistance  be  required,- 
it  may  be  obtained  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Jenkins^  formerly  a  Alission- 
ary  among  the  OneidaS  ;  and  perhaps  from  Cornplantcr  himself, 
w’ho  is  represented  as  very  favorable  to  such  an  undertaking. 
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In  the  mean  time,  the  managers  have  ordered  an  edition  of  one 
thousand  copies  of  BrandVs  translation  of  Marky  and  JVorton's  of 
John,  to  be  struck  off  and  distributed  among  the  tribes  usually  de* 
nominated  the  Six  JVations* 

The  managers  cherish  the  expectation  of  receiving  the  counte¬ 
nance  of  the  Christian  community  in  the  arduous  attempt  of  trans¬ 
lating  the  Bible  into  the  Indian  languages  ;  especially  as  one  Socie¬ 
ty  has  appropriated  its  surplus  funds  to  be  applied,  under  their  di¬ 
rection,  to  this  specific  object. 

The  Board  has  also  ordered  to  he  cast  a  set  of  stereotype  plates 
for  the  Neiv-rTestament,  in  Spaiiish :  which  will  be  executed  as 
Soon  as  a  suitable  copy  can  be  procured  for  the  purpose. 

Hitherto  the  affairs  of  the  Society  have  been  carried  on,  and 
-the  several  species  of  their  property  have  been  kept  in  a  small  de¬ 
pository,  and  for  want  of  room,  in  several  other  places.  The  va¬ 
lue  of  this  property  amounting,  besides  the  funds  in  the  hands  of 
the  Treasurer,  to  twenty-four  thousand  dollars ;  the  continual 
jeopardy  of  a  large  proportion  of  it ;  the  advanced  premium  of 
insurance  subsequent  thereon  ;  the  time  lost  in  travelling  from  spot 
to  spot,  and  the  labor  incurred  by  this  perplexing  mode  of  super¬ 
intending  different  parts  of  the  same  business;  added  to  the  daily 
increase  of  all  these  evils,  induced  the  managers  to  concentrate 
their  business  into  a  single  establishment,  either  under  o^  roof,  or 
in  convenient  buildings  contiguous  to  each  other.  Tney  would 
have  preferred  owning  a  suitable  edifice,  as  insuring  greater  per¬ 
manency,  and  a  more  perfect  control ;  but  the  amount  of  their 
funds  which  such  a  purchase  must  absorb,  would  have  so  diminish¬ 
ed  their  means  and  crippled  their  efforts,  that  they  deemed  it 
more  advisable,  in  the  infant  state  of  their  affairs,  rather  to  wave 
some  advantages,  than  to  incur  the  hazard  of  disproportionate  ex¬ 
penditure  ;  and  have  resolved  to  hire  for  the  present. 

It  is  evident  that  the  business  of  the  Society,  embracing  a  mul¬ 
tiplicity  of  objects  which  are  eveiy  day  accumulating,  involves  a 
responsibility  and  a  labor  which  are  incompatible  with  a  divided 
and  casual  inspection.  It  is  not  possible  for  men  occupied  witli 
their  own  concerns  to  detach  sp  much  of  their  time  as  justice  U# 
the  public  demands  ;  and  the  danger  was,  that  even  the  most  capa¬ 
ble  would  successively  relinquish  their  charge,  or  the  business  of 
the  Society  run  into  confusion.*  All  things  considered,  they  judg¬ 
ed  it  to  be  of  substantial  benefit,  and  to  subserve  the  purposes  of 
real  economy,  to  appoint  an  agent  for  this  special  trust,  with  a  rea¬ 
sonable  coiTipepsation  ;  and  they  have  accordingly  made  such  an 
appointment. 

A  serious  article  of  expence  arises  from  duties  accruing  to  the 
IJnited  States,  on  the  importation  of  Bibles  in  foreign  languages', 
snd  of  paper  for  the  purpose  of  printing  Bibles  ;  also  on  the  post¬ 
age  of  letters. 
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•  For  a  more  detailed  view,  the  managers  refer  to  an  extract  from  a  repre- 
eeivtation  of  ^ir  committ^,  appended  to  this  Ileport.  See  Appendix  \ 
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Foreign  paper,  especially  the  French,  is  preferred,  as  being 
{Tiade  of  better  materials,  and  of  a  more  durable  texture  than  what 
13  manufactured  in  this  country  at  the  same  prices;  and  could  it 
be  procured  free  of  duty,  would  enable  the  Society  to  furnish  the 
Scriptures  at  a  reduced  rate,  and  thus  to  circulate  them  in  greater 
abundance,  as  well  as  bring  them  more  easily  within  the  reach 
of  the  poor. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  will  be  the  duties  payable  on  a  set  of 
stereotype  plates  for  the  Bible  in  the  French  language  ;  which,  it 
will  be  recollected  by  the  Society,  the  managers  in  their  first  re¬ 
port  agreed  to  receive  as  part  of  the  donation  of  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society,  in  lieu  of  money. 

Impelled  by  the  above  considerations,  and  by  the  desire  of  turn¬ 
ing  their  means  to  the  best  possible  account,  the  managers  have 
laid  the  case  before  Congress,  requesting  that  copies  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures  in  foreign  languages,  and  paper  imported  by  the  Society 
fur  its  own  use,  may  be  exempted  from  impost,  and  that  all  letters 
to  and  from  its  officers,  upon  its  public  business,  may  he  conveyed 
free  of  postage.  They  deputed  an  active  and  intelligent  friend, 
Samuel  Bayard^  Esq.  to  present  the  matter  to  Congress  during  the 
late  session.  The  Philadelphia  Bible  Society  having  at  the  sane 
lime  presented  a  petition  for  the  exemption  of  duties  on  stereotype 
plates  and  Bibles  in  foreign  languages  imported  hy  them,  Imlh  ap¬ 
plications  were  referred  to  a  committee  of  that  honorable  body, 
who  agreed  to  report  favorably  on  the  several  objects  therein  spe¬ 
cified  ;  hut  judging  it  best  to  divide  them  into  two  classes,  and  lo 
present  in  the  first  instance,  for  the  consideration  of  the  House, 
those  exemptions  for  which  both  Societies  united  in  petitioning, 
that  committee  reported,  in  part,  the  form  of  a  bill  exempting  the 
American  Bible  Society,  and  the  Philadelphia  Bible  Society,  from 
payment  of  duties  on  copies  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures  in  foreign 
languages  that  have  been  or  may  be  imported  by  them,  and  on 
stereotype  plates  for  printing  the  Scriptures.  IVo  final  decision  has 
yet  taken  place  ;  but  the  managers  cherish  the  hope,  that  in  aiding 
an  enterprise  of  such  magnitude  as  the  diffusing,  throughout  even 
the  most  indigent  districts  and  classes,  the  principles  of  knowledge 
and  virtue  so  valuable  to  9  republican  government,  the  councils  of 
our  country  w  ill  not  refuse  to  add  the  national  bounty  to  the  boun¬ 
ty  of  indi\ idiials,  and  emulate  the  patronage  given  by  other  gov¬ 
ernments  to  that  noblest  of  charities  w  hich,  w  ithout  distinction  of 
pre-eminence  of  sect,  blesses  their  constituents  w  ith  the  w  ord  of 
life. 

The  Managers  having  become  acquainted  with  the  labors  of  the 
Rev.  Frederick  Lto  at  Paris,  in  procuring,  by  his  extraordinary  ex¬ 
ertions,  the  printing  of  tw’o  fine  stereotype  octavo  editions  of  the 
New  Testament  in  French,  one  according  to  the  translation  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Ostenoald^  and  the  other  according  to  the  translation  of 
he  Maitre  de  Sacy  from  the  Vulgate,  and  in  circulating  them  w  ith 
unwearied  diligence,  at  the  expense  of  great  personal  toil,  judged 
it  proper  to  countenance  so  pious  a  work  by  a  donation  of  fve  kvi^ 
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drtd  dollars^  which  they  transmitted  to  Mr.  Leo  through  their  ej^. 
cellent  countryman,  5.  V.  S,  IVildtr^  £sq.  They  have  had  the 
satisfaction  to  receive  the  most  grateful  acknowledgments  of  Mr. 
Lto,  and  to  learn  from  Mr.  Wilder,  that  nothing  could  have  beet 
more  opportune  or  encouraging. 

[To  be  concluded  in  our  next.] 


FROM  THE  BOSTON  RECORDER. 


A  BRIEF  SKETCH  OF  THE  HISTORY  OF  BIBLE  SO. 

CIETIES. 


[Continued  from  page  248.] 


On  the  first  Wednesday  of  May,  1804,  about  two  months  af¬ 
ter  the  formation  of  the  society,  a  general  meeting  was  held.  Tc 
this  meeting  the  committee  stated,  that  they  had  been  occupied  ic 
opening  communications  with  various  persons  of  influence  in  difier- 
ent  parts  of  the  kingdom  and  of  the  continent,  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  intelligence,  of  augmenting  the  funds  of  the  society,  ant 
otherwise  promoting  its  interests.  At  this  meeting  the  society  un¬ 
derwent  some  alterations  respecting  its  internal  structure,  by  which 
it  was  brought  into  the  form  just  described.  And  on  choice  of  offi¬ 
cers,  the  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Teignmoulh  w^as  called  to  the  presidency; 
under  whose  patronage,  and  that  of  some  other  noblemen  and  per- 
sons  of  distinction,  this  rising  institution,  wliich  had  hitherto  been 
conducted  with  trembling  hands,  assumed  an  aspect  so  permanent 
and  flattering,  as  to  give  its  founders  and  friends  the  most  sanguine 
hopes  of  its  prosperity  and  success. 

But  uninterrupted  and  unmolested  prosperity  rarely  attends  the 
exertions  made  in  behalf  of  the  truth.  We  should,  indeed,  be  sur* 
prised,  if  we  did  not  know  with  what  reception  benevolent  eflfoits 
often  meet,  to  hear  that  an  institution,  established  on  such  a  plan, 
and  with  such  an  object  as  the.  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society, 
excited  any  suspicions,  or  had  to  contend  with  any  opposition. 

But  a  step  so  decided  in  behalf  of  religion  could  not  be  taken 
without  drawing  forth  the  malignity  of  its  enemies.  This,  indeed, 
must  have  been  expected  ;  and  the  trials,  therefore,  have  been  corn- 
paratively  light.  But  when  opposers  appeared  among  the  profes¬ 
sors  of  piety,  and  even  among  the  teachers  and  fathers  of  the 
church,  this,  surely,  would  have  furnished  matter  of  discourage¬ 
ment  to  any  but  those  who  were  conscious  of  integrity  and  believ¬ 
ed  that  they  had  the  approbation  of  heaven. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  mention  a  few  of  the  objections  which 
were  made  to  the  society.  It  was  objected,  that  the  plan  of  the 
society  would  ultimately  fail.  To  attempt  to  unite  in  one  body  so 
many  different  denominations  with  ail  their  prejudices,  party  feel¬ 
ings  and  party  interests,  was  thought  to  be  perfectly  chimerical. — 
And,  should  the  society  succeed  in  this  respect,  the  was  not 
as  it  should  be.  The  Bible,  it  was  said,  ought  not  to  bo  circulated, 
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ut  in  connexion  with  the  Liturgy ;  and,  to  send  it  abroad  without 
his  necessary  appendage,  would  be,  in  effect,  to  give  up  the  dis- 
inction  between  the  Established  Church  and  Dissenters.  It  was 
jilso  asserted  to  be  superfluous  to  print  the  whole  Bible  for  gratui- 
fous  distribution.  The  whole  Bible  was  not  necessary  in  order  to 
nderstand  the  doctrines  of  religion.  Many  parts  of  it  were  not 
Iculated,  and  could  not,  therefore  have  been  intended  for  all  man¬ 
kind.  Of  the  sixty  six  books,  about  eighteen  were  sufficient  for 
every  purpose  of  instruction  ;  and  why,  then,  distribute  the  whole 
Bible  ?  It  was  further  alleged  that  the  Society  for  Promoting  Chris¬ 
tian  Knowledge,  already  in  existence,  was  adequate  to  the  neces¬ 
sities  of  the  destitute ;  and  that,  therefore,  there  was  no  need  of 
the  Bible  Society.  And,  indeed,  if  this  institution  should  carry  all 
its  object  into  effect,  it  would  endanger  the  interests  of  the  church 
and  state.  Slander  was  also  called  in  to  aid  in  crushing  this  rising 
establishment,  whose  rapid  growth  occasioned  so  much  uneasiness 
to  the  envious,  and  alarm  to  the  enemies  of  religion. 

But  the  society  had  in  its  bosom,  not  only  piety,  but  talents  also, 
to  repel  these  invidious  and  unfounded  attacks.  Advocates  arose, 
who  were  capable  of  vindicating  its  establishment  and  proceedings. 
This  they  did  in  so  able  a  manner  as  to  be  productive  of  the  most 
happy  effects.  So  that  the  very  controversy  which  the  enemies  of 
the  society  had  begun  in  order  to  overwhelm  it  in  its  infancy,  tend¬ 
ed  only  to  bring  it  more  into  public  notice,  to  remove  the  preju¬ 
dices  of  the  enlightened  and  candid,  and  procure  it  their  patronage 
and  support.  “  Why  do  the  heathen  rage,  and  the  people  imagine 
a  vain  thing?  Yet  have  I  set  my  king  upon  my  holy  hill  of  Zion.’* 
The  increase  of  the  society  and  its  proceedings,  may,  probably; 
be  best  exhibited  by  a  few  extracts  from  its  annual  reports. 

The  first  year  was  spent,  principally,  in  preparing  for  future  ac¬ 
tion.  Rising  of  360Z.  was,  how^ever,  employed  in  the  gratuitous 
distribution  of  the  Bible.  The  whole  expences  of  this  year  were 
6911.  and  the  whole  income  5,592/. 

In  the  second  annual  report,  the  committee  state  that  (he  exer¬ 
tions  made  to  give  the  society  publicness  and  promote  its  success, 
had  produced  a  very  pleasing  result.  Through  the  influence  of  the 
Society,  similar  institutions  had  been  formed  on  the  continent. — 
To  these  institutions,  and  to  individuals,  the  committee  had  grant¬ 
ed  more  than  600/.  to  be  employed  in  purchasing  Bibles  for  gratu¬ 
itous  distribution.  They  had  also  themselves  caused  to  be  distri¬ 
buted  about  5S50  Bibles  and  Testaments;  besides  having  printed 
an  edition  of  the  Welch  Testament,  and  an  edition  of  2000  copies 
of  St.  John’s  Gospel  in  the  language  of  the  Mohawk  Indians  in 
this  country.  Among  the  encouraging  things  of  this  year  are  to  be 
observed,  the  formation  of  Associations  to  aid  the  funds  of  the  So¬ 
ciety  ;  particularly,  one  in  London,  and  one  in  Birmingham.  Six 
presbyteries  of  Scotland  also  resolved  on  an  annual  contribution 
throughout  their  bounds,  for  the  same  object ;  and  a  lady  of  quali¬ 
ty  presented  the  Society  with  a  thousand  guineas.  The  whole  ex- 
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penditure  of  Hiis  year  was  1^637/.  and  the  whole  income,  8,827;. 

The  proceedings  detailed  in  the  third  Report,  manifest  increas- 
ed  exertions  and  success.  The  Committee,  during  the  year  then 
past,  had  printed  8,000  copies  of  the  Icelandic  New  Testament* 
granted  1000/.  (in  addition  to  a  like  sum  w  hich  had  been  previous¬ 
ly  granted)  to  aid  in  translating  the  Scriptures  into  the  Oriental 
languages  ;  furnished  Arabic  types  and  paper  for  printing  5000  cop. 
iesofthe  New-Testament  in  Turkish;  printed  5000  of  the  same  in 
Spanish;  and  had  nearly  ready  for  distribution  7000  French  Testa¬ 
ments,  larger  s«ipplies  of  Welch  Testaments,  and  20,000  Welch 
Bibles.  A  quantity  of  English  New  Testaments  had  been  sent  to 
Ireland  ;  and  20,000  copies  of  the  whole  Bible  were  nearly  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  Highland  Scotch.  The  committee  had,  moreover 
furnished  copies  of  the  New  Testament,  and,  occasionally,  of  the 
whole  Bible,  to  the  convicts  in  the  various  public  prisons  and  oth¬ 
er  jails  in  the  kingdom,  and  to  the  soldiers  of  their  own  and  other 
nations,  in  various  places,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  The  w  hole 
expenses  of  this  year  were  5,053/.  and  the  whole  income  a  little 
less  than  7000/. 
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In  the  fourth  Report,  mention  is  made  of  the  reception  of  vari¬ 
ous  donations  ;  and  also  of  the  further  distribution  of  about  6000 
Bibles  and  Testaments.  The  Committee  had  also  turned  their  at¬ 
tention  to  printing  the  Scriptures  in  Arabic  and  modern  Greek. — 
The  same  laudable  zeal  as  before  had  been  manifested  in  support  of 
the  Society’s  funds ;  and  considerable  additions  had  likewise  been 
made  to  a  Biblical  Library,  which  was  established  in  1804.  The 
expenditures  of  this  year  were  12,206/.  and  the  receipts  a  little 
more  than  10,000/. 

The  fifth  Report  details,  at  some  length,  the  increased  means  of 
replenishing  the  treasury;  and  mentions  some  further  valuable  ad¬ 
ditions  to  the  library.  The  operations  of  the  committee  were  this 
year  more  extensive  than  formerly,  incurring  an  expence  of  14,500/. 
Their  receipts  were  11,280/.  ‘ 

These  extracts  from  the  first  five  annual  reports,  exhibit  some  of 
the  most  prominent  features  in  the  operations  of  the  society.  It 
will,  therefore,  be  sufficient  in  respect  to  its  subsequent  proceedings, 
to  state  the  annual  receipts  and  expenditures. 

During  the  sixth  year,  the  receipts  were,  in  whole  numbers, 
23,300/.  and  the  expenditures  18,500/.  Seventh  year;  receipts, 
25,900/.:  expenditures,  28,300/.  Eighth  year;  receipts,  43,500/. 
expenditures,  32,400/.  Ninth  year,  receipts,  76,400/.  expendi¬ 
tures,  69,405/.  Tenth  year, receipts,  87,200/.  expenditures,  83,600/. 
Eleventh  year,  receipts,  99,850/.  expenditures,  81,000/.  Twelfth 
year,  receipts,  92,800/.  expenditures,  103,600/.  Thirteenth  year, 
(ending  March  31,  1817)  receipts,-  84,200/.  expenditures,  89,200/. 
The  whole  of  the  receipts  into  the  treasury,  from’  the  formation  of 
the  society  to  the  last  metioned  date  amounts  to  576,000/.  and  the 
whole  of  the  expenditures,  for  the  same  time,  to  541,000/. 
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Some  portion  of  their  receipts  arose  from  the  reduced  sale  of  Bi¬ 
bles  ;  but  principally  from  individual  subscriptions  ;  from  auxiliary 
and  branch  Societies,  and  from  Bible  associations.  The  number  of 
auxiliary  and  brarfoh  societies  in  the  British  dominions,  was,  in  1815, 
559. 

This  society  has  printed  the  scriptures,  or  aided  in  printing  them 
in  sixty  three  different  languages.  The  issue  of  Bibles  and  Testa- 
nents,  during  the  year  ending  March  31,  1817,  was  192,000cop- 
ies ;  and  the  whole  number  issued  since  the  society  was  formed, 
amounts  to  about  1,776,000. 

>  Such  are  some  of  the  more  prominent  operations  and  effects  of 
this  nohle  institution.  But  the  fruits  of  its  exertions  do  not  stop 
here.  The  committee  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society, 
early  made  it  an  important  part  of  their  object,  to  promote  the  es¬ 
tablishment  of  similar  societies  in  other  countries. 

The  effects  of  these  exertions  were  first  realized  in  the  formation 
I  of  the  German  Bible  Society  at  Nuremburg,  in  May,  1804 — its 
seat  was,  in  1817,  removed  to  Basie,  in  Switzerland.  Through 
the  example  and  influence  of  this  society,  added  to  the  animating 
exertions  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  similar  institu¬ 
tions  were  soon  established  at  Schaffhausen,  St.  Gall  and  Zurich. 
These  Societies  had,  in  1816,  circulated,  among  Catholics  and 
Protestants  indiscriminately,  more  than  60,000  copies  of  the  scrip¬ 
tures.  Soon  after  the  formation  of  these,  other  Societies  of  the 
same  kind  were  formed  at  Bern,  Chur,  Geneva,  Neufchalel,  Lau¬ 
sanne,  and  one  in  Piedmont,  by  the  Waldenses.  Thus  we  leave 
Switzerland,  in  1816,  with  Bible  Societies  in  nine  of  its  principal 
cities.  Most  of  these  had  received  pecuniary  aid  from  the  British 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society;  and  were  all  active  in  the  good  cause 
in  which  they  had  engaged* 

In  the  beginning  of  1806,  a  Bible  Society  was  instituted  at  Ber¬ 
lin,  the  capital  of  Prussia.  It  enjoyed  the  patronage  of  some  no¬ 
blemen  and  other  persons  of  distinction  ;  and  received  the  sanction 
of  his  Prussian  Majesty.  Its  operations  have  been  considerable. — 
In  1815,  it  had  printed  an  edition  of  the  Bible  in  the  language  of 
Bohemia,  of  8000  copies;  and  in  the  Polish  language,  an  edition  of 
4000  Testaments  and  8000  Bibles.  In  1814,  was  established  in 
the  same  capital,  the  Prussian  Bible  Society.  This  also  was  form¬ 
ed  under  the  auspices  of  the  king,  and  had  the  patronage  of  the 
officers  of  state.  In  less  than  a  year  it  had  twelve  auxiliaries  in  the 
principal  cities  of  the  Prussian  dominions.  How  much  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  this  National  Society  w^as  needed,  will  appear  in  some  meas¬ 
ure,  from  the  fast  that  among  32,000  families  in  Lithuania,  not  a 
single  Bible  w’as  to  be  found  ! 

In  1805,  was  formed  the  Ratisbon  Bible  Society;  taking  its  de¬ 
nomination  from  the  city  in  which  it  was  established.  This  Society 
is  the  more  worthy  of  notice  from  the  consideration  that  it  was 
fornfied  and  managed  entirely  by  Roman  Catholics  ;  among  whom 
there  have  often  been  objections  to  the  circulation  of  the  scriptures*. 
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But  the  Managers  of  this  society  evinced  a  difierent  spirit ;  for  io  ^ 
1815  they  had  distributed  50,000  copies  of  the  German  Testa-  ■  ” 
ment.  ? 

In  1809,  a  Bible  Society  was  instituted  at  Stockholm.  This  so-  ** 
ciety  has  issued,  since  its  formation,  about  44,000  Swedish  Bibles  a  ^ 
and  Testaments ;  and  about  2500  copies  of  the  Testament  in  Lap.  ^ 
onise.  More  recently  Societies  have  been  formed  in  various  other  ^ 
places  in  Sweden  ;  particularly  in  Goltemburg,  Westeras,  Wisby  io  ,  ^ 
the  island  of  Gothland,  Lund  ;  and,  in  1814,  a  National  Institution  ^ 

was  established,  called  the  Swedish  Bible  Society.  The  establish-  ^ 

ment  of  this  National  society  was  imperiously  demanded  by  the  , 
wants  of  the  people — for,  on  a  careful  computation,  it  was  found  ^ 

that,  among  the  poorer  classes,  not  more  than  one  out  of  eighty  ^ 

was  in  possession  of  a  Bible  ;  and  that  not  less  than  400,000  fami-  -  | 
lies  in  that  kingdom  were  destitute  of  this  heavenly  treasure.— 
This  institution  has  the  patronage  of  government.  , 

A  national  institution  was  formed  in  Presburg,  in  1 812,  denomin-  j 
ated  the  Hungarian  Bible  Institution.  Its  operations  in  1815  had 
not  been  very  extensive;  among  the  good  effects,  may,  however,  , 
be  noticed,  the  circulation  of  about  3000  Testaments. 

The  Wirtemburgh  Bible  Society  was  formed  in  1812.  It  hai 
distributed  about  22,000  Bibles  and  Testaments.  There  were  how-  ^ 
ever,  so  far  from  being  a  supply  adequate  to  the  wants  of  the  peo-  ^ 
pie,  that  some  individuals,  particularly  among  the  Catholics,  pro¬ 
vided,  besides,  two  editions  of  the  scriptures  of  10,000  copies  each, 
and  circulated  them  among  the  poor.  Such  was  the  anxiety  for 
the  Bible,  tha!t  when  it  was  known  that  they  were  ready  for  distri¬ 
bution,  5000  copies  were  taken  off  in  less  than  six  weeks.  ^ 

In  1814,  the  Amsterdam  English  Bible  Society  was  established; 
and  soon  after,  also  in  Amsterdam,  the  Netherlands  Bible  Society. 
This  national  institution  is  patronized  by  the  royal  family  ;  and  in 
a  little  more  than  a  year  after  its  formation,  bad  more  than  forty 
branches.  Within  about  the  same  time  also,  a  large  number  of 
Bible  associations  were  formed  ;  in  Amsterdam  alone,  twenty  four 
were  brought  into  a  state  of  active  operation,  and  the  formation 
of  eight  more  was  in  contemplation. 

[To  be  continued.] 


ON  SLAVERY. 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  having  ta¬ 
ken  into  consideration  the  subject  of  Slavery^  think  proper  to  make 
known  their  sentiments  upon  it  to  the  churches  and  people  under 
their  care. 

We  consider  the  voluntai*y  enslaving  of  one  part  of  the  human 
race  by  another,  as  a  gross  violation  of  the  most  precious  and  sa¬ 
cred  rights  of  human  nature ;  as  utterly  inconsistent  with  the  law 
of  God,  which  requires  us  to  love  our  neighbor  as  ourselves  ;  and 
as  totally  irreconcilable  with  the  spirit  and  principles  of  the  Gospe! 
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\  of  Christ,  which  enjoin  that,  “all  things  whatsoever  ye  would  that 
:  men  should  do  to  you,  do  you  even  so  to  them.”  Slavery  creates  a 
paradox  in  the  moral  system — it  exhibits  rational,  accountable,  and 
immortal  beings,  in  such  circumstances  as  scarcely  to  leave  them  the 
power  of  moral  action.  It  exhibits  them  as  dependant  on  the  will 
“  of  others,  whether  they  shall  receive  religious  instruction;  wheth¬ 
er  they  shall  know  and  worship  the  trOe  God ;  w^bether  they  shall 
enjoy  the  ordinances  of  the  Gospel ;  whether  they  shall  perform  the 
I  duties  and  cherish  the  endearments  of  husbands  and  wives,  parents 
and  children,  neighbors  and  friends  ;  whether  they  shall  preserve 
their  chastity  and  purity,  or  regard  the  dictates  of  justice  and  hu¬ 
manity.  Such  are  some  of  the  consequences  of  slavery — conse¬ 
quences  not  imaginary — but  which  connect  themselves  w'ithits  very 
existence.  The  evils  to  which  the  slave  is  always  exposed,  often 
take  place  in  fact,  and  in  the  very  worst  degree  and  form:  and  where 
all  of  them  do  not  take  place,  as  we  rejoice  to  say  that  in  many  in¬ 
stances,  through  the  influence  of  the  principles  of  humanity  and 
religion  on  the  minds  of  masters,  they  do  not — still  the  slave  is  de¬ 
prived  of  his  natural  right,  degraded  as  a  human  being,  and  expos¬ 
ed  to  the  danger  of  passing  into  the  hands  of  a  new  master  w’ho 
may  inflict  upon  him  all  the  hardships  and  injuries  which  inhuman¬ 
ity  and  avarice  may  suggest. 

From  this  view  of  the  consequences  resulting  from  the  practice 
into  which  Christian  people  have  most  inconsistently  fallen,  of  en¬ 
slaving  a  portion  of  their  brethren  of  mankind — for  “God  hath  made 
of  one  blood  all  nations  of  men  to  dwell  on  all  the  face  of  the  earth” 
— it  is  manifestly  the  duty  of  all  Christians  who  enjoy  the  light  of 
the  present  day,  when  the  inconsistency  of  slavery,  both  with  the 
dictates  of  humanity  and  religion,  has  been  demonstrated  and  is 
generally  seen  and  acknowledged,  to  use  their  honest,  earnest,  and 
unwearied  endeavors  to  correct  the  errors  of  former  times,  and  as 
speedily  as  possible  to  efface  this  blot  on  our  holy  religion,  and  to 
obtain  the  complete  abolition  of  slavery  throughout  Christendom, 
and,  if  possible,  throughout  the  world. 

We  rejoice  that  the  church  to  which  we  belong  commenced  as 
early  as  any  other  in  this  country  the  good  work  of  endeavoring  to 
put  an  end  to  slavery  ,*  and  that  in  the  same  work  many  of  its  mem- 

*  In  the  minutes  of  the  Synod  of  New-Y’ork  and  Philadelphia,  for  the’ year 
1787,  before  the  General  Assembly  was  constituted,  we  And  the  following,  viz. 

“  The  Synod  of  New-York  ancf  Philadelphia  do  highly  approve  of  the  gen¬ 
eral  principles  in  favor  of  universal  liberty  that  prevail  in  America;  and  of  the 
interest  which  many  of  the  states  have  taken  in  promoting  the  abolition  of 
slavery  ;  yet,  inasmuch  as  men  introduced  from  a  ser\'ile  state  to  a  participa¬ 
tion  of  all  the  privileges  of  civil  society,  without  a  proper  education  and  with¬ 
out  previous  habits  of  industry,  may  be,  in  many  respects,  dangerous  to  the 
community :  therefore,  they  earnestly  recommend  it  to  all  the  members  belong¬ 
ing  to  their  communion,  to  give  those  who  are  at  present  held  in  servitude, 
such  good  education  as  may  prepare  them  for  the  better  enjoyment  of  freedom. 
And  they  moreover  recommend,  that  masters,  whenever  they  find  servants 
disposed  to  make  proper  improvement  of  the  privilege,  would  give  them  some 
share  of  property  to  begin  with ;  or  grant  them  sufficient  time  and  sufficient 
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hers  have  ever  since  been,  and  now  are  amon^t  the  most  active, 
vigorous  and  efficient  laborers.  We  do,  indeed,  tenderly  sympa¬ 
thize  with  those  portions  of  our  church  and  our  country,  where  the 
evil  of  slavery  has  been  entailed  upon  them ;  where  a  great  and 
ike  most  virtuous  part  of  the  community  abhor  slavery,  and  wish  hi 
extermination  as  sincerely  as  any  others — but  where  the  number  of 
slaves,  their  ignorance  and  their  vicious  habits,  generally  render  an 
immediate  and  universal  emancipation  inconsistent  alike  with  the 
safety  and  happiness  of  the  master  and  the  slave.  With  those  who 
are  thus  circumstanced,  we  repeat  that  we  tenderly  sympathize. 
At  the  same  time  we  earnestly  exhort  them  to  continue,  and,  if  pos¬ 
sible,  to  increase  their  exertions  to  effect  a  total  abolition  of  slavery. 
We  exhort  them  to  suffer  no  greater  delay  to  take  place  in  this 
most  interesting  concern,  than  a  regard  to  the  public  welfare  truly 
and  indispensably  demands. 

As  our  country  has  inflicted  a  most  grievous  injury  on  the  un¬ 
happy  Africans,  by  bringing  them  into  slavery,  we  cannot,  indeed, 
urge  that  we  should  add  a  second  injury  to  the  first,  by  emancipa¬ 
ting  them  in  such  a  manner  as  that  they  will  be  likely  to  destroy 
themselves  or  others.  But  we  do  think  that  our  country  ought  to 
be  governed  in  this  matter  by  no  other  consideration  than  an  honest 
and  impartial  regard  to  the  happiness  of  the  injured  party,  uninflu¬ 
enced  by  the.  expense  or  inconvenience  which  such  a  regard  may 
involve.  We  theref»>re  warn  all  who  belong  to  our  denomination 
of  Christians  against  unduly  extending  this  plea  of  necessity ;  a- 
gainst  making  it  a  cover  for  the  love  and  practice  of  slavery,  or  a 
pretence  for  hot  using  efforts,  that  are  lawful  and  practicable,  to  ex¬ 
tinguish  the  evil. 

And  we  at  the  same  time  exhort  others  to  forbear  harsh  censures 
and  uncharitable  reflections  on  their  brethren  who  unhappily  live 
among  slaves  whom  they  cannot  immediately  se.t  free  :  but  w  ho, 
at  the  sa*ne  time,  are  really  using  all  their  influence,  and  all  their 
endeavov3  to  bring  them  into  a  state  of  freedom,  as  soon  as  a  door 
for  it  can  be  safely  opened. 

Having  thus  expressed  our  views  of  slavery,  and  of  the  duty  in¬ 
dispensably  incumbent  on  all  Christians  to  labor  for  its  complete 
extinction,  w^e  proceed  to  recommend — (and  we  do  it  with  all  the 
earnestness  and  solemnity  which  this  momentous  subject  demands) 
— a  particular  attention  to  the  following  points. 

1.  We  recommend  to  all  our  people,  to  patronise  and  encourage 
the  Society  lately  formed  for  colonizing  in  Africa,  the  land  of 
their  ancestors,  the  people  of  color  in  our  country.  We  hope  that 
much  good  may  result  from  the  plans  and  efforts  of  this  Society. 
And  while  we  exceedingly  rejoice  to  have  witnessed  its  origin  and 


means  of  procuring,  by  infliiitry,  their  own  liberty,  at  a  moderate  rate;  that 
they  mav  thereby  be  brought  into  s<»ciety  with  those  habits  of  industry  that 
may  render  them  useful  citizens  : — And  finally,  they  recommend  it  to  all  the 
people  under  their  care,  to  use  the  most  prudent  nieasures  consistent  with  the 


interest  and  ihe  state  of  civil  society  in  parts  where  they  live,  to  procure  eventu- 
the  final  abolition  of  slavery  in  America. 


3LAVERT. 
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tive,  Lpganization  among  the  holders  of  slaves,  as  giving  an  unequivocal 
tledge  of  their  desire  to  deliver  themselves  and  their  country  from 
he  calamity  ^of  slavery,  we  hope  that  those  portions  of  the  Amer- 
an  Union,  whose  inhabitants  are,  by  a  gracious  Providence,  more 
bvorably  circumstanced,  will  cordially,  and  liberally,  and  earnestly 
(O'Operate  with  their  brethren  in  bringing  about  the  great  end 
[f  ontemplated. 

2.  We  recommend  to  all  the  members  of  our  religious  denomi¬ 
nations,  not  only  to  permit-,  but  to  facilitate  and  encourage  the  in- 
pruction  of  their  slaves  in  the  principles  and  duties  of  the  Christ¬ 
ian  religion — by  granting  them  liberty  to  attend  on  the  preaching 
©f  the  Gospel,  when  they  have  the  opportunity  ;  by  favoring  the 
Instriietion  of  them  in  Sabbath  Schools,  wherever  those  Schools 
ran  be  formed  ;  and  by  giving  them  all  other  proper  advantages 
|or  ac(|uiring  the  knowledge  of  their  duty  both  to  Cod  and  ruan. 
We  are  perfectly  satisfied,  that,  as  it  is  incumbent  on  al!  Christians 
l^^to  communicate  religious  instruction  to  those  who  are  under  tlieir 
liUfhority,  so  that  the  doing  of  this  in  the  case  before  us  would  not 
|:>per3te,  as  some  have  apprehended  that  it  might,  as  an  cxcite- 
jinent  to  iiisubordifiatii)n  and  insurrect* '»n,  but  would,  on  the  con- 
Ifkrary,  ojierate  as  the  most  pow’erful  means  for  the  prevention  of 
those  evils.* 

.S.  We  enjoin  it  on  all  church  Sessions  and  Presbyteries  under 
the  care  of  this  Assembly,  to  discountenance,  and,  as  far  «as  possi¬ 
ble,  to  prevent  all  cruelty  of  whatever  kind  in  the  treatment  of 
|ilaves  ;  especially  the  cruelty  of  separating  husband  and  wift*,  pa- 
i  rents  and  children,  and  that  which  consists  in  selling  slaves  to 
those  w'ho  will  either  themselves  deprive  these  unhappy  people  of 
the  blessings  of  the  Gospel,  or  who  will  transport  theih  to  places 
:i  where  the  Gospel  is  not  proclaimed,  or  where  it  is  forbidden  to 
ivi  slaves  to  attend  upon  its  institutions.  The  manifest  violation  or 
y  disregard  of  the  injunction  here  given,  in  its  true  spirit  and  inten- 
^  tion,  ought  to  lie  cimsidcred  as  ]iist  ground  for  the  discijJine  and 
censures  of  the  church.  And  if  it  shall  ever  happen  that  a  Chris¬ 
tian  professor,  in  our  com mimion,  shall  sell  a  slave  who  is  also  in 
communion  and  good  standing  with  our  church,  contrary  to  his  or 
her  will  and  inclination,  it  ought  immediately  to  claim  the  particu- 

•  The  following  intelligence  has  been  recently  received,  and  may  be  relied 
on  as  aulhentic: — “  The  legislature  of  Amigua,  liaving  held  a  ccnference 
with  the  missionaries  (of  the  I'niied  PiTtnien,  commonly  called  ^loravians) 
to  induce  them  to  extend  their  mi>sions  there,  and  tin<iing  it  out  of  their  pow¬ 
er,  votejl  them  one  thousand  pounds  to  build  a  church  and  bouse,  and  three 
hundred  pounds  per  annum  for  the  sup|K)rt  of  uiissiona.ies  at  one  station; — 
granting  and  otieririg  as  much  crown  land  as  slxmld  he  wanted  for  that  or 
other  stations;  anti  in  the  ilespatch  to  Tool  Ballmrst  from  the  government  of 
Antigua,  it  is  stated,  that  the  legislature  lamented  that  their  limited  finances 
prevented  their  doing  more ;  as  they  were  persiiadt*<l,  that  to  the  labors  of 
those  missionaries  among  the  negroes  they  were  mainly  indebted  for  a  state  oi’ 
profound  tranquillity,  while  other  islands  had  been  exposed  to  revolt  and  in¬ 
surrection.  'Tile  brethren  have  about  twelve  tliotuard  negroes  iu  their  coii^ 
gregaiiou  on  that  island.’’ 
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lar  attention  of  the  proper  church  judicature ;  and  unless  there  b' 
such  peculiar  circumstances  attending  the  case  as  can  but  seldonj 
happen,  it  ought  to  he  followed,  without  delay,  by  a  suspension  of 
the  olTender  from  all  the  privileges  of  the  church,  till  he  repent, 
and  make  all  the  reparation  in  his  power  to  the  injured  party. 

Passed  h}’'  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States,  and  signed,  by  thei. 
order,  by 

J.  J.  JANEWAY,  Modtrator. 

Philadelphiaf  June  2,  1818. 


INTERVIEW 

Of  the  Rev,  Messrs.  Stallybrass  and  Rhamn^  (missionaries  fromP 
Missionary  Society  in  London  to  Irkutsk^)  with  his  Imperial  Me 
jesty  at  JMoscoWy  January  the  bth^  1818. 

From  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stallybrass. 

•lfo«cotr,  January  5,  1818. 


pn 
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We  have  this  evening  had  an  interview  with  his  Imperial  Ma 
jesty.  He  received  us  without  the  forms  and  ceremonies  whief 
are  usual  at  courts.  He  inquired  particularly  respecting  our  ob 
ject.  We  told  him  it  was  to  translate  the  Holy  Scriptures  into  the 
Mongol^  and,  if  possible,  into  the  Mandshur  languages.  He  spoke 
of  the  difficulty  of  our  undertaking,  the  privations  we  must  en¬ 
dure,  and  his  wish  to  make  our  arduous  w  ork  as  easy  us  possible. 

He  expressed  his  pleasure,  that  God  had  raised  up  instruments  for|7^ 
such  a  work — and  his  opinion,  that  nothing  but  a  pious  hope  in  thejH 
promises  of  God,  and  grace  and  strength  from  him,  could  enableil 
us  to  execute  our  intentions.  With  eyes  sparkling  with  joy,  andP 
with  an  aiumalion  w  hicli  nothing  but  a  feeling  sense  of  the  sub.-||  p, 
ject  could  excite,  he  spoke  of  the  promises  made  in  the  word  of 
God,  respecting  the  circulation  of  divine  truth  ;  and  the  pleasure 
which  he  felt,  and  which  every  believer  in  them  must  feel,  at  this 
singular  period,  in  seeing  so  many  of  them  fulfilled.  He  expres¬ 
sed  his  firm  conviction,  that  they  will  all  be  fulfilled,  because  made 
by  a  faithful  and  powerful  God.  He  regretted  that  he  was  able 
to  speak  so  little  upon  these  subjects,  in  the  English  language. — 

He  assured  us  of  the  pleasure  which  he  should  find  in  affording  us 
every  assistance  and  encouragement  in  his  pow'cr,  both  on  our 
journey,  and  also  for  the  promotion  of  our  objects,  w’hen  arrived 
at  Irkutsk.  He  told  us  he  had  given  most  positive  orders,  and 
should  still  give  them,  that  every  facility  should  be  afforded  us; 
and,  above  all,  he  assured  us,  that  his  prayers  should  ascend  to 
God  on  our  behalf,  that  the  important  work  which  wc  had  under¬ 
taken,  might  be  accomplished. 
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SUNDAY  SCHOOL. 


I  TO  'the  editor  oe  the  evangelical  recorder. 

Salina  Village^  June  23,  1818. 

Lv  consequence  of  a  request  of  the  Synod  of  Geneva,  a  number 
f  the  inhabitants  of  this  village  met  together,  in  the  month  of 
larch,  to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  establishing  a 
unday  School,  and  it  was  determined  to  establish  one  ;  the  object 
f  which  should  be,  instruct  poor  and  destitute  children  and  a- 
ullSf  in  the  rudiments  of  science^  and  to  disseminate  the  principles 
**  religion  and  morality  to  the  youth  of  all  classes ^  gratuitously,'^'*-^ 
he  Sunday  following  a  School  was  consequently  commenced,  and 
goodly  number  of  children  came  together ;  prompted,  at  the 
ne,  probably,  by  the  novelty  of  the  measure — and  in  about  three 
eeks  the  number  amounted  to  nearly  80  scholars:  but  during  the 
ree  weeks  ensuing,  the  number  decreased  to  10  or  12.  The  chil- 
en  were  taught  to  read  and  spell  in  the  Bible,  to  read  and  commit 
^to  memory  hymns  or  psalms  and  texts  of  scripture,  and  to  spell  in 
1  the  spelling-book.  The  ten  commandments  w’ere  also  introduced, 
land  learned  by  a  few.  However  discouraging  as  many  circiim- 
stances  were  at  this  time,  it  was  seen  with  pleasure,  that  the  few 
who  did  attend,  w^ere  very  ambitious  and  of  teachable  disposi¬ 
tions. 

We  have  now’  the  satisfaction  to  see  the  School  gradually  im¬ 
proving  in  numbers,  and  evincing  a  taste  for  science  and  serious 
moral  and  religious  subjects. 

By  way  of  contribution,  a  small  sum  has  been  raised  and  ex- 
dended  for  Hymns,  Catechisms  and  Religious  Tracts. — These  have 
served  to  quicken  those  who  began  to  decline,  and  have  excited  a 
degree  of  emulation  among  all.  For  two  or  three  Sundays  past, 
the  children  have  been  more  diligent  than  could  have  been  expect¬ 
ed.  In  many  instances  they  have  committed  two  and  three  hymns, 
and  a  whole  chapter  of  the  Bible.  All  who  can  read  intelligibly, 
now  make  it  a  practice  to  commit  to  memory  one,  two,  or  three 
hymns  a  whole  or  nearly  •the%whole  of  a  chapter  each  day,  and  all 
such  have  learned  the  commandments  and  much  of  the  cate¬ 
chisms.  Two  little  girls  that  cannot  read,  have  learned  hymns 
by  spelling  a  syllable  at  a  time,  and  several  small  boys  are  attempt¬ 
ing  it,  and  no  doubt  will  soon  succeed. 

In  one  instance  a  little  girl,  about  ten  years  of  age,  repeated  tw  o 
considerable  chapters  and  three  hymns,  at  a  recital.  On  the  whole, 
the  School  is  evidently  assuming  a  more  permanent  character — and 
by  the  blessing  of  God,  will  no  doubt,  be  of  eminent  service  to  the 
youth  of  this  village.  That  this  may  be  the  case,  and  that  it  may 
be  a  means  of  reforming  the  vicious,  the  idle  and  the  profane,  is 
sincere  wish  of  the  instru#tors  and  managers.  D. 
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BENEVOLENCE. 


Benevolence  is  that  divinely  amiable  disposition  which  feehi 
(hiwns  in  the  earthly  Christian,  shines  with  morning  beauty  in  th* 
glorified  saint,  glows  with  noon-day  brightness  in  the  exalted  arch 
angel, and  flames  with  light  indescribable  in  the  all-perfect  j£ 
hovau.  Dwight. 


THE  PROVIDENCE  OF  GOD  IN  THE  SEASONS. 


By  iht  late  President  Dioight, 


How  pleasing  is  thy  voice, 

‘O  Ix)rd,  our  Heavenly  King, 
That  bids  the  frosts  retire, 

And  wakes  the  lovely  spring  I 
The  rains  return, 

The  ice  distils. 

And  plains  and  hills 
Forget  to  mourn. 


Both  bird  and  beast 
Partake  thy.  care. 
And.  happy,  share 
Tlie  general  feast. 


The  lofty  mountains  stand, 
Establish’d  by  thine  arm ; 
Thy  voice  the  ocean  stills. 
The  tumult,  and  the  storm 
Thro’  earth  and  skies 
With  terror  spread, 
Thy  tokens  dread 
All  lands  surprise. 


Thy  showers  make  soft  the  fields* 
On  every  side  behold 
The  ripening  harvest  wave 
Their  loads  of  richest  gold  ! 
The  laborers  sing 
With  cheerful  voice. 

And,  blest,  rejoice 
In  God,  their  King. 


The  morn,  with  glory  crown’d, 
Tby  hand  arrays  in  smilei ; 
Thou  bid'st  the  eve  decline. 
Rejoicing,  o'er  the  hills. 

&)ft  suns  ascend : 

The  mild* wind  blows; 
And  beauty  glows 
To  earth's  far  entl. 


The  thunder  is  his  voice:* 

His  arrows  blazing  fires ; 
Me  glows  in  yonder  sun. 

And  smiles  in  starry  choirs. 
Tlie  balmy  breeze 
H  is  breath  perfumes ; 
His  beauty  blooms 
In  flowers  and  trees. 


Thou  mak’st  the  pastures  green  ; 

Thou  caH’st  the  flocks  abroad; 
The  springing  co#n  proclaims 
The  footsteps  of  our  God. 
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With  life  He  clothes  the  spring ; 

Ibe  earth  with  summer  warms; 
He  spreads  th’  autumnal  feast. 
And  rides  in  wintry  storms. 

His  gifts  divine 
Thro’  all  appear; 

And  rouD<l  the  year 
His  glories  shine. 
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